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"FlyingSaucers"
"The Age" Special Correspondent

in New York
and A.A.P.

Americans

are baffledby reportsof "Fly-

ing Saucers"which,accordingto observers,

are roundmetallicdiscsracinghigh across

the sky singlyor in groups.

FIRSTreportsof themreceivedon June 25 aroused

scepticism, but credence
in the

"saucers"
has grownas a

resultof similar reports by hundreds

of personsin 28 States.
Actually the first mysterious

flyingsaucerwas sighted in Ore-
gon on June25 by KennethArnold,

a businessman-pilotof
Boise,who reportedthat nine
missiles flew in formation at 1200
m.p.h.Arnoldconfided,"I do
not believe it, but I saw it."

Sincethat day the numberof
observerswho have spotted
"saucers" in the sky has in-
creaseddaily.
The traditionalFourthof July

outdoorpicnics providedthe best
opportunity,yet—saucers were
seen in all partsof the United

States and severalCanadianpro-
vinces.

Perhaps the most reliable de-

scriptioncame from CaptainE
J. Smith,of UnitedAirlines,

who
reportedseeing"roundflat ob-
jectsfor 12

minutes''

in the
courseof a flightover Idaho.

The co-pilot,Ralph Stevens,and
a stewardessconfirmedSmith's
story.

But Americais stillwaitingfor
a finalor evena

satisfactory

ex-
planationfrom militaryor scien
tific authorities.All sorts of
opinions continueto be offered

Explanationsinclude:— (1) Signals
from Mars,(2) "saucerhys-
teria"by peopleemotionally

upset
by fear of atomicwar, (3)
new experimental navy planes
known as "flying pancakes,"(4)
weatherkites releasedby metero-
logical bureaus,(5) somethingto
do with atomicexperiments,

(6)
reflections

from motor car spot-
lights,and (7) meteors.


